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Executive summary 
Between February 20 and March 15, 2018, CIVIX engaged more than 2,000 high school students in the 
province of Quebec, as part of the 2018 Québec Student Budget Consultation. 

The Student Budget Consultation provides youth with unique opportunities to learn about the provincial 
government’s budgetary process, discuss pressing political and economic issues and offer their insights on the 
upcoming provincial budget. 

The results of the 2018 Québec Student Budget Consultation will be shared with the Québec media and all the 
political parties in the National Assembly. A total of 1,220 completed responses have been included in this 
report to provide a snapshot of the perceptions and priorities of the next generation of the Québec workforce. 



Key insights
I. Weak consensus on Québec youth unemployment, but strong consensus on individual job prospects and 
upward mobility
• Québec students are divided as to whether youth unemployment is a problem in Québec, despite being 

overwhelmingly confident that they will find jobs which interest them after graduation. 
• They also, by and large, believe that upward mobility is achievable with hard work in today’s society.
• For a majority of Québec students, youth unemployment is ultimately a matter of increasing access to high-

quality jobs—an opinion to which young women in particular are especially likely to subscribe.
• Most Québec students are also either sceptical of the effectiveness of tax reduction in creating jobs or 

indifferent toward this issue. 



Key insights
II. More investment in education and health care, but more commitment to government debt reduction
• Québec students view spending on health care and education as the most important priorities for the 

provincial budget.
• Not only do Québec youth support universal access to all levels of education, they also want higher student 

retention rates at high schools and more employer and worker access to skill upgrading programs.
• Health care is both the area in which Québec youth would like to see the most investment, and the sector 

in which more than a third of students are contemplating jobs.
• The majority of students are satisfied with the degree to which privatized health care is available in Québec 

today. This contrasts with the findings of the 2014 Québec Vote Compass survey, which found that the 
average adult Québecer supported a smaller role for privatized health care.

• In spite of these spending priorities, most students want to see the government exercise tighter control on 
its overall spending. Rural students are more likely than urban students to favour fiscal responsibility. 



Key insights
III. Québec autonomy not a priority 
• Only a tenth of Québec youth want to see increased funding for Québec-specific cultural and communications 

initiatives.
• The bulk of Québec students are reported to have no opinion on whether Québec should have full control over its 

culture and communications.
• Most Québec students, especially those from urban schools, also do not want to have a referendum on Québec 

independence anytime in the near future. 

IV. More environmental regulations and more territorial control for Indigenous peoples
• The majority of Québec youth today are in favour of strengthening environmental regulations even if it places a 

higher financial burden on consumers.
• Québec students are also more inclined to support a ban on oil extraction than Québecers of voting age were, during 

the 2014 provincial election; nevertheless, a sizeable portion of students are reluctant to take a stance on this issue.
• Québec students are additionally split along gender lines on the issue of oil extraction. Whereas young women 

express a clear preference for the ban, young men are much more divided. 
• While Québec students generally agree that Indigenous peoples should have more control over their ancestral 

territories, young women and urban students are much more likely to hold this view than their respective male and 
rural counterparts.



Key insights
V. Keen on progressive taxation and the $15 minimum wage, but unsure of a universal basic income
• Compared to students in the 2018 Federal Student Budget Consultation, Québec students are much more 

likely to believe that the current income gap is too large, and that wealthy individuals and corporations 
should be taxed at higher rates than they currently are.

• Support for higher taxes in exchange for increased services is also more pronounced among Québec 
students than among students across Canada.

• More than half of Québec students believe that the minimum wage should be increased to $15 per hour.
• Female students are, on average, more likely than male students to lean toward progressive taxation and to 

favour the $15 minimum wage.
• Despite exhibiting strong consensus on issues relating to income inequality, Québec youth are starkly 

divided on the merits of a universal basic income plan. 



METHODOLOGY
The 2018 Québec Student Budget Consultation survey became active on February 20, 2018. 

It is being completed using both online and paper formats. For this report, a total of 1,220 validated responses 
were collected and analyzed from students across the province of Québec. 
This report includes incomplete responses, meaning that sample sizes will vary from question to question. 

To ensure representative results, the 2017 Canadian census was used to weight the data to reflect the actual 
distribution of males and females in the Québec population. For the purpose of our analysis, we 
operationalized "urban schools" as schools located in areas with populations of at least 1,000 people, where 
the density is no fewer than 400 persons per square kilometre. We accordingly operationalized "rural schools” 
as those which fall outside of these parameters.

Due to rounding, percentages presented throughout this document may not add up to 100 per cent and 
precisely reflect the absolute figures. 



Section I: 
Weak consensus on Québec youth unemployment, but strong 
consensus on individual job prospects and upward mobility



In general, students in Québec draw a distinction between broader economic 
trends and their own individual prospects in the labour market.

Opinions are split with regard to the severity of youth unemployment in the 
province. 

For Québec students, alleviating youth unemployment is ultimately about 
increasing access to high-quality jobs. Students are less sure about the 
effectiveness of lowering taxes as a means to stimulate job creation. 

Despite all of this, Québec students are highly confident in their ability to find jobs 
which interest them after graduation and firmly believe in the potential for upward 
mobility in the province.



Youth unemployment
Québec students are split on the issue of youth unemployment. While about half of students (47%) believe 
that there is a youth unemployment problem in this province, a slightly higher percentage (53%) do not 
believe this to be the case.



Youth unemployment: By gender
Young men are less likely than their female counterparts to believe that the province is experiencing a youth 
unemployment problem.



Youth unemployment: By area
Meanwhile, rural students are less inclined to believe that there is a youth unemployment problem in 
Québec compared to urban students.



Confidence in finding a career
Despite being roughly split on whether Québec has a youth unemployment problem, the overwhelming 
majority (88%) of Québec youth are optimistic about finding jobs that interest them after graduation. 



Confidence in finding a career: By area
Students in rural schools are much more optimistic about their job prospects compared to students in urban 
schools. 



General attitudes to upward mobility
Like in the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation, which surveyed high school students from all across 
Canada about the most recent federal budget, there is strong consensus among Québec students that 
personal success is determined not by the circumstances into which one is born but rather by hard work and 
perseverance.



Alleviating youth unemployment
From a policy standpoint, the majority of Québec students (53%) believe that improving access to high-
quality jobs is the key to tackling youth unemployment in the province.



Alleviating youth unemployment: By gender
Female students are more likely than male students to cite access to high-quality jobs as the most important 
step that the Québec government could take to alleviate youth unemployment.



Job creation
While 3 in 10 Québec students (35%) are sceptical that tax reduction is the most effective way to create jobs 
in the province, a slightly greater proportion of students (39%) is reluctant to take any position at all. These 
findings suggest that students may not feel like they know enough about the relationship between tax 
reduction and job creation to take a decisive stance.



Job creation: By gender
Overall, male students tend to favour tax reduction as a means of creating jobs in the province more so than 
female students.



Benefits of a summer job
There are noticeably more Québec students (47%) than students in the 2018 federal Student Budget 
Consultation (35%), who consider extra spending money to be the main benefit of a summer job. 



Section II: 
More investment in education and health care, but more commitment 
to government debt reduction



Québec students view spending on education and health care as the most 
important priorities for the provincial budget.

In particular, students want universal access to all levels of education, lower high 
school dropout rates and more access to skill upgrading programs for both 
employers and workers. 

Their prioritization of health care may not come as a surprise, given that a third of 
students are contemplating jobs in this sector. Students are also, for the most part, 
content with the degree to which privatized health care is available in the province 
today.  

Ultimately, all of these spending priorities are tempered by a clear desire among 
students to keep public debt to a minimum, as well as to uphold a culture of fiscal 
responsibility in government.



Supporting families
Increasing the affordability and accessibility of higher education is most often seen by Québec students as 
the best step that the government could take to assist families. 



Supporting families: By gender
When broken down by gender, the data show that female students are more likely than male students to 
believe that increasing the affordability of education is the key to helping Québec families.



Government priorities
Moreover, education, and to a lesser extent health care, are by far the two highest ranked priorities by 
Québec students. In contrast, Indigenous affairs and French language protections rank at the bottom.



Access to education
Québec students (62%) today are much more likely to support free education from kindergarten to 
college/university than the average adult Québecer in 2014. Among those who participated in the 2014 
Québec Vote Compass, which surveyed Québec residents of all ages and political stripes during the 2014 
provincial election campaign, only 4 in 10 (38%) supported a universal education plan that would cover all 
schooling from kindergarten to college/university. 



Educational priorities
Given their age and level of education, it comes as no surprise that Québec students would, on average, rank 
high school student retention as their highest priority more frequently than any of the other issues. Universal 
daycare, on the other hand, is an issue seemingly far removed from the everyday lives of high school 
students. It is perhaps for this reason that it was ranked last more often than any other issue. 



Labour shortages
Employer and worker access to education, training and skill upgrading programs is the most frequently cited 
solution to labour shortages in Québec. 



Labour shortages: By gender
Male students are overrepresented among those who prioritize raising the minimum wage. Meanwhile, 
female students are overrepresented among those who prioritize efforts to address the barriers faced by 
underrepresented groups. 



Infrastructure spending
Health care is the area in which Québec students would like to see the most investment. Post-secondary 
funding and environmental protections are also major spending priorities. In contrast, only 10% of students 
would like to see increased funding for culture and communications initiatives. 



Sectors of work
More than a third of Québec students (37%) are contemplating future careers in health care and social 
services. This contrasts with the results of the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation, which found the 
arts and entertainment industry to be the most frequently cited job sector by students.



Privatized health care
In the 2014 Québec Vote Compass survey, support for decreasing privatized health care (45%) was double 
the amount it currently is among Québec high school students (22%). The majority of Québec students (51%) 
today ultimately prefer the status quo. 



Privatized health care: By gender
When broken down by gender, the data show that young men are more likely than young women to favour 
the expansion of privatized health care in Québec.



Balancing the budget
Despite these spending priorities, more than half of Québec students (55%) believe that the government 
deficit should be eliminated at all costs.



Balancing the budget: By area
There is a much higher percentage of rural students (63%) than urban students (52%) who are in favour of 
maintaining fiscal responsibility in government at all costs.



Reducing the debt
There is also strong consensus among Québec students (60%) that reducing the debt should be one of the 
highest priorities of the government’s fiscal policy. 



Section III: 
Québec autonomy not a priority



Quebec students, by and large, do not consider Québec-specific cultural and 
communications initiatives to be a main priority for the provincial budget.

In fact, they are largely indifferent as to whether Québec should have full control 
over its culture and communications. 

Most Québec students, especially those attending urban schools, are also not in 
favour of having a referendum on Québec independence anytime soon.



Culture and communications spending
As mentioned previously, only a tenth of students would like to see increased funding for culture and 
communications initiatives specific to Québec. 



Québec culture
Half of Québecers (51%) in the 2014 Québec Vote Compass were in favour of Québec gaining full control of 
its communications and culture. In contrast, less than a quarter of present-day Québec students (21%) share 
this opinion. The bulk of Québec youth position (45%) themselves in the neutral or agnostic camp. 



Quebec culture: By gender
Notable gender differences emerge. Young women in Québec are more likely to oppose the transfer of full 
control over communications and culture to the Province of Québec, while young men are more likely to 
support it. 



Québec culture: By area
Students in urban schools are also less inclined to support the transfer of these powers to the provincial level 
compared to students in rural schools. 



Referendum on independence
In the 2014 Québec Vote Compass, two-thirds of Québecers (67%) opposed having a referendum on Québec 
independence within a five-year time span. A smaller majority of Québec high school students (59%) hold a 
similar view today. What is notable is that there are presently twice as many Québec students in the neutral 
camp (26%) than there were neutral Québecers in 2014 (12%). 



Referendum on independence: By area
Compared to rural students, students in urban schools are more likely to oppose having a referendum on 
Québec independence within the next five years. 



Section IV:
More environmental regulations and more territorial control for 
Indigenous peoples



There is clear support among Québec high school students for stricter 
environmental regulations. 

However, when students are specifically asked about oil extraction, their opinions 
become divided both overall and along gender lines.

Most Québec students, particularly young women and those attending urban 
schools, also agree that Indigenous peoples should have more control over their 
ancestral territories.



Environmental regulations
Similar to Québecers in the 2014 Québec Vote Compass survey, the majority of Québec students (58%) today 
favour stricter environmental regulations regardless of the economic impact on consumers.



Environmental regulations: By gender
Although both male and female students, by and large, support stricter environmental regulations, there are 
twice as many males (20%) as females (12%) who would disagree with this statement.



Indigenous land rights
Present-day Québec youth and 2014 Québec Vote Compass respondents generally agree that Indigenous 
peoples should have more control over their ancestral territory. That being said, there are almost twice as 
many Québecers in the 2014 survey (26%) as there are Québec students in the current Student Budget 
Consultation (15%), who oppose expanding Indigenous land rights.



Indigenous land rights: By gender
There is a much higher percentage of young women in Québec (67%) than young men (42%) who favour 
increased territorial rights for Indigenous peoples.



Indigenous land rights: By area
There is also a higher percentage of urban students (62%) than of rural students (46%) who support 
expanding the territorial rights of Indigenous peoples.



Oil extraction
In the 2014 Québec Vote Compass Survey, the majority of respondents (58%) opposed a ban on oil extraction 
in the province. The bulk of present-day Québec students (39%), in contrast, are much more inclined to 
support such a ban, though a sizeable proportion (35%) is reluctant to take a stance.



Oil exploration: By gender
Whereas young women (43%) express a clear preference for banning oil exploration and extraction in the 
province, young men are highly divided amongst their demographic. Roughly equal proportions of young 
men are on either side of the debate. 



Oil extraction: By area
A rural/urban divide also becomes apparent. Urban students are more likely to support a ban on oil 
extraction in Québec in comparison to rural students.



Section V:
Keen on progressive taxation and the $15 minimum wage, but unsure 
of a universal basic income



The term inclusive growth largely focuses on increasing the rate of upward mobility 
and avoiding large gaps in income across society. 

In the following section, we will focus on two factors related to inclusive growth 
and the budget overall: income inequality and taxation. The majority of students 
believe that income inequality is too high in Québec, and that wealthy individuals 
and corporations should be taxed at higher rates.

Gender and geographic differences aside, there is also strong support for the $15 
minimum wage and for increasing taxes across the board in exchange for more 
government services.

In contrast, consensus surrounding the adoption of a universal basic income 
remains elusive among Québec youth.



Income inequality
There is stronger consensus (63%) among Québec high school students that the income gap is too large than 
there was among the students who participated in the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation (55%).



Income inequality: By gender
Male students in Québec are less likely to view income inequality as a problem than female students.



Responsibility of the wealthy
In the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation survey, half of students believed that wealthy people are, 
more than anyone else, obligated to help those in need. A slightly higher proportion of Québec students 
(55%) today shares this opinion.



Responsibility of the wealthy: By gender
When broken down by gender, the data show that female students in Québec are more likely to believe that 
wealthy people have an obligation to help those in need compared to male students.



High-income taxation
There are more Québec students (63%) than students in the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation 

survey (56%) who support increasing taxes on the wealthy. Meanwhile, support for tax cuts is double the 

amount (19%) for students in the federal survey compared to those in the Québec survey (8%).



High-income taxation: By gender
Broken down by gender, the data show that female students are more likely than male students to support 
increasing taxes on the wealthy.



Corporate taxation
There are considerably more Québec students (70%) than federal Student Budget Consultation students 
(44%) who would like to increase taxes on corporations. Federal Student Budget Consultation students, in 
contrast, are roughly split between increasing the corporate tax and keeping it as it is.



Corporate taxation: By gender
In Québec, female students are more likely than male students to support a corporate tax hike.



More vs. less taxes
Among Québec students, there is more pronounced support for higher taxes and more services (59%) than 
there was among students in the 2018 federal Student Budget Consultation survey (53%), where the division 
was sharper.



Minimum wage
More than half of Québec students (58%) believe that the minimum wage should be increased to $15 per 
hour. 



Minimum wage: By gender
Male students are less likely to support a $15 minimum wage than their female counterparts.



Minimum wage: By area
There is also stronger support for a $15 minimum wage among students in urban schools (63%) than there is 
among students in rural schools (51%).



Basic income
Québec youth are highly divided on the issue of a universal basic income for all Québecers.



Basic income: By gender
Similar to their views on the $15 minimum wage, male students are less likely than female students to 
support a basic income plan for all Québecers.



Basic income: By area
There is a stark rural/urban divide on this issue. 44% of urban students are in favour of a universal basic 
income plan, but just as many rural students (47%) are not.



Section V:
Demographic profile (before weighting)



What gender do you identify with? 

Do you self-identify as Indigenous (First Nation, Métis or Inuit)?



Are you a member of a visible minority group?

Are you a person with a disability?



How frequently do you follow news and current affairs?

Which would you say is your main source of news?


